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1 III. Iv. 1 5. 


Midinare upon theſs Things: 5 give 22 va „ 
unto ibn. wach | 


bus“ £359 


1 Fe base ite to 2 to a 15 5 ed 
auditory, if what is to follow were not 
grounded on the obſervation; 5 that * the 
original word,” here rendered meditate, f im- 
plies a far more earneſt exertion of the mind 


8 than 1 is underſtood by fimple meditation. Both, 


in the ſacred, and i in prophane, writers, it is 
uſed to exp! reſs the greateſt ſollicitude, fore 
thought and concern, and to denote a + fixed 
and excluſive attention to whatever is the N 
| object of purſuit. — The term too is 1 ago- 
. Hiſtical; having a reference to thoſe gyms 
naſtic exerciſes which were practi ſed with fo 
much labour aud ſelf-denial by the ancients, 
In which view the precept will receive ad- 


5 wb wo1071k1t Slots wg enen „ A 70 
. i Srot. in Hs oe es To 5 
* ae in lo, | | 


ditional 


* 


ditional light exerciſe hyfal in theſe things; 
give thyſelf. wholly unto them, after the 
manner of thoſe who devote themſelves to 
the Gymnaſium : that thy proficiency uy be 
evident to all ſpectators. | 
It appears from this interpretation of the 
text, that the Goſpel demands of its pro- 
feſſional teachers the moſt ſerious ſtudy, 
aſſiduous care, and ſollicitude, in order to the 
effectual recommending of its doctrines to the 
faith and obſervance of mankind. For in 
ſo doing thou ſhalt fave thyſelf and them 
4% that hear thee.” 

And what is there in the whole Gel of 
conceivable things, be it ever ſo great or 
ſplendid, that does not vaniſh before that life 
and immortality brought to light by the 
goſpel? What, for the magnitude and im- 
portance of the ſubject to the world at large, 
or the particular concern we have in diffuſing 
the knowledge of it, can compare with that 
ſtupendous ſcheme which, beginning before 
the foundation of the world, in the ſecret | 
counſels of God, runs through every period 
of time; involves the whole hiſtory and. fate 
of man; connects with our own. the invjfible 
[hi ies | world ; 


+. * 


4 521 


world; "ſtretches forward to eternity, and 
aſconds continually to ſublimer heights; till 
_ accompliſhed its great purpoſe of ſau- 
ing all who wrould be ſaved, and manifeſting 
a sightcouſnefs of God towards thoſe who 
would mot; it finally revolves to its auguſt 
origin the throne of God; bringing inte the 
divine preſence ranſomed millions without 
ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing“; t 
the praiſe of the glory of his grace wherein 
he hath made us accepted in the beloved: 
£4 having made known the myſtery: of his will; 
that in the diſpenſation of the fulneſs of 
times he might gather together in one all 
things in Chriſt both which are in Wen 


and which are in earth Fe: 


As ſtewards then of theſe ray finijes; con⸗ 
tained in the oracles of God committed to 
our truſt, the firſt duty incumbent upon us 
is +, to acquire an enlarged and exact ac- 
quaintance with them, that we may be able 


rightly to divide the word of truth. 


Revelation conſiſts of a a of par- 


ticulars that have e to a whole: and 


* Epheſ. Cie: 
+ t Tim. iv. 13. 


: the 


—— 


[Ws 9 
'the Vbhole itſelf WIE be -confidered id re- 
"ference! to all its parts n eee 
| | Air coſpoſtine ule and importance. 
| _ - deternſinate meaning is — to: 45 
| | (firs ſought in the ſeveral parts of the Reve- 
ation , which at once points out the im- 
„ pPortant uſe of an exact and critical know- 
Jedge of the text of Sctipture, For all right 
5 interpreraion ptoceeds upon tlie ſenſe of the 
letter. Every: ſecondary and: ſpiritual ſen fe 
is built upon the literal and primarygl and 
: enn no longer hold ere chan, chile founded | 


— — — 
—— . — ——_Nr — — 
© 


15 d 07; 10- 1 dib "ir 78801 

1 For $a fake of ſome —— — perſons hl regarding 

| efſeritials very finoerely, think however too meanly of ver- 
Dal criticiſm, 1 inſert this 8 of the excellent Pocook. 
From the variety of digniti caripns of one word—we find, 

© for example, Heb. viii. 9. „% I regarded them not”: in . 

aur verſion) which 1 here the 
l « fame word is 4 4 04 85, 20 an ae The . 
| e original original haxing both ignifications, Again, de boch ate 

ei the w living .God— are true. I 
1 "<< urges har 150 12 for eee in Lee | 
| a the ec bich being abſermad, would prevent 
uarrels in which the truth . contendi 

any . on; and xo M cenſured as or- 
« faking the truth ue did hesrtüy leck it, and perhaps 
did not err from it.” Preface to Micah, - Inftead.there- 
fore of Alighting, ſincere Chriſtians ſhould certs] inly value, 
N eriticiſa v bich way;obviate or / aner. the ohjettions 

unbelievers, by ſhewing the Scriptures conſiſtent; and 
which alſo may ſatisfy their o. n minds,—T. would only 
aſk how the Scriptures could be tranſlated or * 
without verbal criticiſm ? . 


4:12 Ft 5 | | upon 
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upon a juſt analogy to it. This, indeed, will 
be a ſtrong check to fanciful, and, as St. 
Peter * it, private Interpretation. for 
which reaſon thoſe will be forward to decry 
it, whoſe opinions ſhrink back from exami- 
nation, and can avoid refutation no longer 
than while they lurk under ambiguous and 
indeterminate forms. But the lover of truth 
will readily embrace the invitation of- ſcrip- 
ture + ; eperors rag hep; ſearch the ſerip- 
tures with the ſtricteſt examination and moſt 
exact ſerutiny. A few examples, though 
many ſuch are familiar to the ſearcher of 
ſcripture, may ſerve to illuſtrate the uſe of 

this ſpecies of attention. 
The preaching of Chriſt crucified was to | 
the Jews a ſtumbling block 4, ſays St. Paul: 
and St. Peter, the ſtone || which the build- 
* ers refuſed is become the head, i. e. pillar or 
i ſupport, of the corner: a ſtone of ſtumbling 
* and a rock of offence. Now theſe words 
contain a double reference: for, firſt, in the 


2 pet. i i. 20. | | 
1 John, v. 39. Revel. ü. 2 r is fte to the 
Searcher of hearts, . - 
2+ Conc diane  &1,- | ; 
| 1 Pet, ii. 7. | 1 ite tint; dog 
ed i B | language 


language of the HIVES * «God only 1 
rock &ñ the moſt high God their redeemer ꝶ: 
* for who is a rock beſides our God, who is a 
4 God befides Jehovah?” Our Lord is alſoſtyled 
the chief corner ſtone, the pillar that ſupports 
the building; which deſeription is applied to 
God in the 2d Pfalm, for fuch is the import of 
* Lord" (Adonai) in that place ; and which, 
it 18 worth obſerving, the Chaldee Paraphraft 
renders by 66 the word 8 of the Lord.“ From 
hence it is diſcernible that one great and 
eſpecial objection of the Jews to Chriſtianity, 
as taught by the Apoſtles, was the divine 
worthip of Chriſt || *as God their Saviour; 
neceflarily reſulting from thoſe characters of 
divinity deſcribed by the prophets % and. ap- 
plied to him by the Apoſtles 5. Sanctify the 
Lord of Hoſts himſelf, and let him be your 
«6 fear, and let him be your dread. And he 
„ ſhall be for a ſanctuary; but for a ſtone of 
ſtumbling and for a rock of offence. to both 
25 4 Pf. xviii. 2, 31. pl. Xix, 14. pl. lai. 2. Pſ. Ben. | 
35. Compare Mat. vii. 24. 
1 His Redeemer the Lord of Hoſts. Iſa, xliv, 6. 5 
bo 5, Ainſworth, . 1 
I Tim. iv. 10. Jude 26. 2 pet. iu. 18. Titus, i. 4. 


Luke, i. 47. Compare John, v. 18. Hy . „% © 
5 Efai, viii, „ 


0 
% - % or 4 

Ln xr bd 
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1 1 
4c the houſes of Iſrael: for a gin and for a 
$ ſnare to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem”. This 
objection too is called a ſtumbling block with 
a ſecond reſpect to a term of known import 
with them for a falſe object of worſhip *: in 
which: view, as well as with an eye to their 
conſequent. fall, the prophecy relates they 
ſhould regard their on Jehovah; for + na- 
tional exciſion was enly denounced againſt 
the rejection of the true God, or the worſhip 
of a falſe deity: and in this determinate ſenſe 
the word . gxardaxoo”” 1s uſed in the Septua- 
gint verſion of the Pſalms . They ſtumbled 
indeed at the . rock || of ages,” the rock 
that gave them waters in the wilderneſs; for 
e that rock was Chriſt F. This appears with 
Mill greater evidence from the Apoſtle's ap- 
plying to their future converſion that paſſage 
of the evangelical prophet; 4* out of Sion 
„ ſhall come forth a deliverer who. ſhall turn 
t away ae fromJacob® ##,” 66 ace ? 


- FS Exek. zie. 5 iii. 20. 
+ Micah, i. 5, 6 „ 7· 
Fl bn. n 
I Hai. xxvi. 4.—Deut. xxx, VVV 
8. 1 Cor. &. 4. ; 1 
** Rom. xi. 26. 


c 12 1 
ſtrictly and properly *, the denial of re- 
ligious worſhip; to Wan but to the Re- 
deemer or deliverer? For they have nexer 
failed in the excluſive worſhip of God the 
Father ſince their rejection of his bleſſed Son. 
Vea, St. Paul himſelf bears them record that 
+ ** they had a zeal of God, but not according 


+ to knowledge. Upon Which account the 


apoſtle to the Hebrews. urges. this caution: 
take heed leſt there be in any of you i an 
„evil heart of unbelief in turning from the 
« Jiving. God 1 For we are partakers of 
„ Chriſt, if we hold faſt the e e a 
«+ our hope in him.” | 
Again; the term we render Saint, 83 in as 
language of the, New Teſtament, 650g, cor- 
reſponds to what, in the Old, ſignifies one 
who hath obtained grace, mercy, benignity, 
from God; 3 and 18 again, - after the divine 


* b Rom. W. 5 v. 6. with Ephel. ii. 12. — * 
Tw veoh Its oppoſite cut always implies religious * 
See too Rom. i. 18. with Mr. Locke ad loc. | 

+ Rom. x. 2. 

2 Heb. iii. 12. 1 | | 
Comp. 1 Tim. iv. 10. iii. 15, 16. He ſuffered TORRE? 
from the Jews, who yet believed one God : He muſt there- 
fore have truſted in the living God in ſome other ſenſe mas 

that received by the Jews. | 

8 A: nfvor:h, oa Pfalm iv, 4. the Heb. is TON. 


ex- 


[23 ] 
example; kind, gracious, merciful, benign to 
others. The holineſs which in Hoſea God pre- 
fers to ſacrifice, our Lord in * St. Matthew” 8 
goſpel renders © exo.” © I will have mercy 
and not ſacrifice.” Hence too what our tranſ- 

lation jultiy renders the ſure mercies of 
David is in the New "Teftatnerit + from 

the Septuagint ' Greek, r o Aabd.” of 
Wherefore, \ ſays a learned annotator I, a 

godly man is called in the Pſalms gracious 
and ncifüb t % a godly man is merciful and 
lendeth.“ Thus intimately united is real 
holineſs with charity. Well then might St. 

| Paul alledge, by the ſame ſpirit which in- 
A | ſpired the antient prophets, the end of the 
commandment is charity ., out of a pure 

heart and faith unfeigned. By this criterion 

may every Chriſtian determine his own re- 

ligious character. For piety is then only ge- 

ame ae ane and nin in mri 


SELF; 4 854 e {4 


” Hoſea, vi. * Mat ix. 13. 

_ + Hai, lit. 3. Acts xiii, 34. "x 

t Ainſworth ;" who further ſays, the Hebrew 6 « chafiav 
implies purity or integrity of heart. It may therefore be 
confidered as the middle term in logic, which connects the 


two. other terms on each wa Pry; and. —_— 80 * ; 
Abpoſtle. 
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at ſhoots: upward to Heaven; and i its bending 


branches yield the fruits of love and peace to 
human kind. What in this view: becomes of 
all the pleas of perſecution for conſcience 


ſake; and of all thoſe malignant doctrines 


Which, ſpringing up like the dragon's teeth 
in antient fable, have armed men againſt 


each other, and turned the ſweeteſt grace of 
heaven into their bittereſt woe? Let candid 
criticiſm then be permitted to wipe away the 


diſhonours that have been thrown upon the 
facred page, and its native ſplendor will en- 
lighten our eyes, and r our nee and 
ſhew the pure path of life. M 

But this examination of e e 
will find further. ſcope. in the ſymbolic and 
typical repreſentations *, under which a con- 
fiderable and material part of its information 
is conveyed to us. Theſe are neither of oc- 
caſional uſe nor arbitrary interpretation +. 
They run through _ Ge: «- e 3 


M Hieroglyphics do not come within this 40 tion: 
they are but artificial ſigus of ſigus; which in the firſt in- 
ante are often binnen and local; as many of the Egyp- 


1 dan were. 


Gen. ix. 11—17. will i illuſtrate, Exek. | 1. 
28. Revel. iv. 3. Revel. x. 1. 
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Fe 1 


become, like words, from their frequent oc 


_ eurrence ſubject to a rule of interpretation; 


and, being founded in the very nature of 
things, form as it were an univerſal character: 


of all other ſigns of ideas they are the moſt 


expreſſive and leaſt liable to miſconſtruction. 
For theſe reaſons they are wiſely employed in 
the ſcriptures; which were deſigned to give 


information to all nations, rude and nnen 


to the end of Time. 
Further; the ſcriptures: having been, de- 
Seared at many diſtant intervals, in diſtinct 


| portions, and the like mode of expreſſion 
being adopted in each ſucceſſive revelation, 


every part became explanatory of every other ; 


new ideas were cloathed in a garb already be- 


come familiar; and the law was made, like 


Aaron's rod, to put forth its bud, AW 


the evangelical Bxancuy ©: 
Miraturque novas Fs oN DES et non fi poma. | 
Beſides; that which conſtitutes the pecu- 


 Harity of Religion, as a matter of Revelation, 
not only runs into ſimple: propoſitions, but 1s 


wrought. up. into > ſo. my complex forms and 55 


A « 4 aim © * * 5 * 3 6 60% 1 wa F L . 
* * 2 4 . 0 1 11. 8. - g «4 £ + > 
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mixed 
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mixed modes, that no language of 2 
merely of human origin, could poſſibly con- 
vey the doctrines of divine Revelation with 
ſufficient clearneſs and preciſion. Admit the 
philoſophie language of Greece for inſtance 
(which doubtleſs objectors to Revelation 
would highly reverence), admit, I fay, it 

were ſuited to the purpoſe; it would have 
been abſolutely unfit for imparting inſtruction 
to thoſe many barbarous nations, in the ex- 
treme parts of the eaſt, or at the weſtern 
boundaries of Europe and Africa, who em: 
braced the goſpel, yet never heard the language 
of Greece: although barbarous 4 nations, 

in all ages, converſe upon their moſt intereſt- 
ing occaſions by ſymbols. And hom neceſſarxj 
ſuch a previous language is for conveying 
ee e one — circumſtance 5 


* End China, as ' Grotius proves gn; Tertullian, 
Chryſoſtom, &c. in annotatis ad Lib. de veritate. Of the 
Aborigines of Ceylon, upon the firſt, diſcovery. of that 
iſland by the Portugueſe, a late writer (no friend to Chriſ⸗ 
tianity) ſays: Ils honorent particulierment dans les 
++ dieux du ſecond ordre un Buddon qui eſt deſcendu ſur 
„la terre quad ſe rendre mediateur entre Dieu et les 
% hommes Hiſtoire Politique, tom. I. p. 67. . 4 

N. B. Ceylon was known to the antients. 

. 1 (ſeil. veteres Greei).. + d. ArZews ovoy EN 
15 8 N Thrax. Gram. cit. - Grow | 


rn will 


1 0 
will demonſtrate. At the beginiling of the 
-preſent century, . ſome - zealous efforts were 
made by Denmark to eſtabliſh the Chriſtian 
Religion in the Eaſt. But the miſſionaries, 
after incredible labour; lament; ** that the 
language of the people did not afford words 
expreſſive enough for the delivery of ſpiritual 
doctrines, and yet cleared from the leaven as 
heatheniſh fancies and ſuperſtitions .“ 
Now this language of types and ſymbols is 
ren analogy that ſubſiſts between 
the natural and moral, or intellectual, world. 
For indeed, to ſpeak according; to the principle 
and manner of the Platoniits, who held this 
analogy, the whole viſible and material world 
is but the exemplar of a great idea or arche- 
type in the mind of Deity. Our modern 
philoſophy conſiders one of the two ſources 
of 'Knowlege as reflective of the other, ay 
therefore grounded on the ſame analogy 3 
upon which many of our abſtract terms are 
alſo. formed. And St. Paul himſelf aſſerts, 
that we now ſee + (es auſſlar. Vage ⁴ by 
2 reflected likeneſs in ſymbolie repreſentation) | 


ig Letter of two 'Datiiſh aiſfoiaete to Nalabar, ee. 5 
4 1 Cor. xili. 12. oak Ridley's #* Moxer b Lectures.“ 


7 \ 
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What 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ff 2488 3 
hat we ſhall hereafter behold face to face 
i. e. in the archetype itſelf, en che inter 
Vantiaon of any medium 
I have taken the liberty of d 60 fir 


th ito this fubject for two reafons: firſt, becauſe, 


either from ignorance or ſiniſter deſign, ſome 
iperſons affect to vilify this doctrine of types 
and ſymbols; from which, however, e may 
with invincible force prove the great doctrines 
of atonement and mediation. And, ſecondly, 
becauſe it may be ſhewn from hence, what 1 
believe, though very obvious; has perhaps for 
that reaſon not been inſiſted upon, that the 
abſurd doctrine of Tratdfubtanciations is built 
upon the moſt entire ignorance of the ſerip- 
tural uſe of ſymbols; and that therefore we 
have nothing to do with any. ſuppdſed harſh» 
- neſs in the figure; ſince it lis mot a rhetorical 
. a: moral figure: not la true but a e or 
. ſymbiol:: 5 For the inſtitutiön of Ach Lord's 


Supper was d in mack 4 | 
ws ett tus] e bak, ib 


vo Ar. Atede gives 85 Bold ) tha ade the tame of 


eee N htiſtiet 28ers“! dy: the ancient church was 
underſtood not the mere op weary of the body and blood 


| of- Chriſt, but the, 0 hols, Ger 0 ee Gow, eren bes 
Is 


<mbled; whereo ſacred 1 my ſtery was 


of the Church a 


2 ohio kh principal pare; . he*defines it to 
CENT be 


rg |] 

exhibiting a ſacrifieal"or covenant feaſt 3 and 
being actually ſuch, in its import or effect, 
to the participants. For a ſign or ſymbol, 
though as to its eſſence it be but a repreſen- 
tation, is not the lefs important as to the 
effect deſigned by it: becauſe it denotes the 
certainty, and conveys the aſſurance of the 
thing ſymbolized ; therwiſe i it dene be no 
1 *, 


But, beſides the Labings: there is a 

nanny in ſcripture, a cloſe attention to which 
is requiſite, at one time, to purſue the argu- 
ment; chick Ar 4 WE T diſtant af- 


2 


01 

he 4 3 ae * Thank gi ing 1 Prayer to God Fu 
F ather, through Jeſus Chriſt, and his Gierifice commemo- 
rated in the creatures of briad and wine; herewith God 
hath been firſt agnized, viz. by them ſanRtified by being 
offered and ſet before him as 4 preſent to acknowledge him 
the Lord and Giver af all.“ Pocock en Malachi, i. 2. 
The rite inſtituted by our Lord was, in the firſt part of i it, 
euchariſtic or euctic. ad, repreſentative or ſymbolic; in 
which, the ſymbol ſtanding in the place of the federal ſas 
erifice; the participation of the ſymbol was the participation 
of the federal ſacrifice, Dr. Bell in his Enquiry feems to 
have' confounded the berith or federal facrifice with: thg 
fin' offering. The latter could not be eaten by thoſe for 
whom it was offered, the former might, Nor did the 
eating of an ſacrifice make atonement i it was the, Shedding 
of Blood. r 2 | 
*% Yee: 2 Kings, Kili. e kal. Xii. 6. kt. 
NV. 23. Act. xxi. +8 „ 118 

mY . Paul, pafim. ä 
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' another un der 


1 

finity, flies off from the immediate ſubject; 
and lightly. touching ſome, other, rebounds to 
its place again; at another time, to fix ite 
cyaneſcent. forms that glide away, by unper- 
. Ceptiþle tranſition, to various ſubjects, under 
* cover as it were of the ſame word; and, 
laſtly, to lead us into its true and full, and 
often remote meaning. One infenea nn 
latter kind will ſuffice. | wall 

As when an artiſt ſtrikes any part wal a 
chord, not only the whole vibrates, hut every 
other chard in uniſon. with it, and not one 
but many ſounds are called forth; ſo the ſame 
uniſon. obtaining between innumerable parts 
of ſeripture, the touching upon a ſingle part 
ſhall elicit unexpected ſounds, and the har- 

monious concent will at laſt, ſurprizingly 
e in ſome other key, and finiſh on ſome 


r 


= | Joel, ii. 33. where T7 6 ignifies rain and — 2 
405 copiam fructuum et bonorum ſpiritualium per 
Chriſtum: Focock on Joel. Comp. Hoſea, x. boy Mark, 
ix. ſub fin. in the word “ falt,” and Mark, x, 15. in the 
vords 4 Kingdom of Heaven. ' From one ſubſe to ang- 
ther diſtantly by Coane, Mark ix. From one. perſon to. 

e Fame name, Pf. xviii, 50. which, the 
Rabbins apply to Mefffah; compare Hoſea, i le 5 1 5 K. A, 
higher to a lower import in the ſame act nartated ; {ke the 
Biſhop of Worceſter's Diſcourſe on Chriſt's waſhing. the 
 Aiſciples feet; 85 a lower to a Pali. 


—_ 9 other 


1 2 3 

other chord, than that with which it firſt 
began. Or, as the lightning kindled in one 
cloud: ſhoots through others, in the various 
direction of the electric fluid; ſo “ the * 
lively and energetic word of God”, im- 
Pinging as it were on a ſingle particular, with 
infinite rapidity glances upôn a thouſand 
others, calling up unſeen relations and corre- 
ſpondencies unobſerved before. In this man- 
ner the + Evangeliſt briefly cites the pro- 
phecy that marks out the place of our Lord's 
nativity 4, and applies another, as if it were 
only in a ſenſe of accommòdation, to the 
flaughter of the innocents. But, behold! 
the reference if purſued carries us wide of 
the original coincidence; through the whole 
ſortunes of the Jewiſh” church in their re- 
jection and triumphant return: it leads us, 
as it ſhould have led them, to the divine 
character of their deliverer; to the deliverance, 
temporal and ſpiritual, he ſhould accompliſh 
for them when the fulneſs of the Gentiles 
n va i for he ſhould reſeue n 


. 


: * « 2 * ee l. 7 rendered ” Une,” Aft, vii, 35 
= Mat. ii. 6. „„ 
1 leerem. xxxi. Micah v. 
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22 J 
not only from tempore miſery, but death, 
and the grave. There is hope in thine end: 
6. thy, children, ſhall come oem che | 
Aland of the enemy." os 


Af the Jews to whom, St. Marthepr's 


galpel-was, particularly addrefled,: had: paid a 

juſt attention ato cheſe p aflages; they Would 
not have: ſought redemption by the very 
means: which brought en their deſtruction. 
And the caſe maꝶ ſetve as a ſtanding argu - 
ment pf the implipit Faith that is due to tho 


| dard of God. The times andi the ſeaſons ars 


in big hand, and mone Can accelerate or: retard 


them: bot eee Ae will ide ca 


vertain redemption. 105 ” 
But the language a are dds 


guides ta the matter of ſeripture; which, for 


ſyſtem of truths ; or, fot the purpoſe of in- 


- duion, as, a, ſeries of diſpenſations. As 2 


{pſtera,. its parts are mutually balanced and 


reciprocate: agreęing in this with our moral 


bſtemo which lis eithencheaked by oppoſite; | 
or ſupported b 3 TOE: - and 


lar?) ee 4-5 
— 
my 


% 
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The fall ard corruption of. our nature & was 
by the wilful diſobedience of the firſt Adair; 
our recovery by the right obedience of the 


focond. As difebedience incurred the diviut 
di ſpleaſure, and conſequent death; obedience 


effected a recovery to divine favour, and co 


ſequent life. If che legiſlator therefore re 

mains unclianged{and God is nehangeable), 
diſobedience, muſt be hateful,” obedietice/act 
ceptable and pleaſing to himuiiTo'ur apoſtaey 
is oppoſed repentance. / Toithe malice of our 
adverſary. the devil, the powerful and gra- 
cious aid of our advocate the Holy Ghoſt 4, 


To the corruption of human nature the 
principle of a new life. To death, a reſurs 


rection from the dead; for, with6ut a ESU. 
RECTION, we ſhould yet remain undes Ithe 


penalty of ſin; I out preaching” aud our faith 


E im vain ! C £ wot The de 20 90 * 2 10 
As theſe parts of the lyſtom oppoſe; (i 


enen. others that reciprocate àrid ĩmp⁰ 
each other With the atohement ef the 
— eee 0 ucceptatiee 


* Rom: v. 19. 20 7 of * 
„„ 
3 Cor. xv. 14—18. vr = Ae 5 
: 1 * 57 K 0 
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: | Cor, v. 1 
2&8? or. v. 15. 


4 TS | 
af the - benefit, and reconciliation on the 
part of God, correſponds; with the ſancti- 


_ fication of the ſpirit, holineſs of heart and 
manners; with the energy of the ſpirit, 
ohedlence, or active virtue, as the reſult of 
his operation *, The old man is crucified 


with the affections and luſts +; we put on 
the new man f, which after God is created 
in Chriſt: Jeſus, unto good works, which God 
had before ordained that we ſhould walk in 
them 8. Old things are paſſed away; all 
things are become new. And this can be 
nothing ſhort of a REstoRATION and RE- 


covnxx from SIN and DEATH, to VIRTUE or 
- entire OBEDIENCE, | and HARPLINESS. in 120+ 


— N 
Thus, as the -priſin exbibles at * of | 
the colours that compole the light, the abſence 


| of any one of which would injure the inte- 


grity of that glorious body, and deſtroy the 
barmony from which it reſults; fo a deeom - 
poſition of the Chriſtian ſyſtem, will ſhew its 


vor nn parts 3 I 


4 EpbeL. iv. 24 _ | . 
2 Eph. 1e i, * 9 


| other, 


N 25 1 

ether! any one of Which being left out, the 
| ſyſtem becotties maimed and imperfect, and 
its Ratthöny is of courſe deſtroyed. It will 
therefbre be eaſy to diſcover; it this way, any 
violation that may be offered t6 its integrity 
by partial infidelity; afy forced tefractions 
of its divine light (ſo to ſpeak) by the falſe 
opties of ehthuſiafin, or any dead weight with 
which it may be encuthbeted by ſuperſtition. 
Again: the matter of ſeriptiite, conſidered 
& 4 ſettles of difpenſations, Raving uniform 
teſpect to one end or objeck, admifliſters both 
to its o defence and illuſtratien by having 
the witneſs. in itfelf; which is 4 ee 
when brought out by induction. For the 
ſeries paſſing through a vaticry of hands 
during fo many ages, demonſtrates that one, 


and the fime, aud therefore the Drvink = 


i 1 Spur pervades and directs this diverſity of 
us 1 3 For Which reaſon the ſame 


editions * Chrid's kinidow N bo 
0 LES pegs: kingdoms, und be itſelf eue over 
Lil, may be regularly traced through a chain of. prophecy 
for a thouſand years, in the Pſalms, ii. Iſaiah, XXX. 14. 
Jeremy, ix: 1 7. Daniel, N. 44. Ezekiel. 1. 20 ry, - „ and, laſt 
of all, St, John in the Revelations. All theſe preditions, 
cxcept the firſt, were delivered when the Jews were at a 
very low ebb —and the laſt When the church youu pour, de- 


Hints _ perſecuted, 
prjncipal 


„ Zo ns Se IS ens 


al 4 OY 1 

| obje& will, and muſt, appear more 
or leſs diſtinct in every part of the ſeries: 
for what runs through the whole muſt be in 
every part; juſt as a ray of light, taken at the 
body of the ſun or at the ſurface of the earth, 
contains the ſame original colours. 

Thus“ the Lamb that was ſlain. before the 
8 of the world, may be traced from 
the ſacrifice of Abel through the paſchal ſo- 
Lee and daily burnt- offerings, to that 
Lamb of God that was ſacrificed on the altar 
of the croſs, to take away + the fins of the 
world, and. afterward received up into heaven. 
* 1; beheld, and lo! in the , midſt of the 
5 throne ſtood a Lamb as it had been ſlain.” 
Accordingly Jeſus: hinaſelf, < beginning at 


_ + Moſes and all the prophets,” interpreted 


them his own ſufferings. and aſcenſion to 
glory 4. A never-failing and unanſwerable 
plea for our recurring to thoſe evidences for 
the ſame purpoſe; and an invincible proof 
of the validity of the argument drawn from 


the Jaw to the Goſpel. And that the latter, 


as: is confidently e en not ule. the 


> 
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expreſſions of the former in a mere ſenſe of 


accommodation, will be evident from the 
Raging” of a ſingle argument . 1 


The Apoſtle would confirm the Hebrew 


converts in the faith and hope of ſalvation 
by Jeſus Chriſt — we mages argument ? Why, 


Gi 3 HS 

| * Heb. ir. * v. v. I, vi, 10. Vii. 22. arg Be ron 
uk compare Dan. vii. 14. and Rom. viii. 26. 34. 
Heb. viii. 1. He is at the right hand of the throne” of 
greatneſs: Aaronidæ fler ar cam Dei flabant — hie apud 
thronum Dei. Grot. e is Twy &yIwv AuTepy®-, which word, 
as Grotius obſerves, is particularly applied to the prieſt- 
hood. Heh. ix. He is ſaid, to appear in the preſence of 
God for us. The expreflion is remarkable: iH ν]Ü/Ä. 
St. Matthew uſes the word of thoſe dead bodies which 
* and went into the city and were ſeen of many after 

ur Lord's refurrection. St. Paul uſes the ſame word to 
at our appearing before the (Judgement ſeat of Chriſt, 
See further, ch, x. The whole argument is founded upon 


the death of Chriſt, as being a proper ſacrifice; aud his 


actual preſenoe in Heaven, in conſequence of having '6ffered 
_ that. ſacrifice, to take upon him the office of Mediation; 
| Heb: vii. 3 The Aaronic prieſthood Was conſecrated, 
rſt, by baptiſms, or ablutions: adly, by the andinting oil} 
& hoc peculiare fuit ſummo ſacerdoti: 3, by ſacrifice ; 14 our 
„ Lord's winiſtry was not begun till he was baptized in 
{4 Jordan :, 2, He was anointed with the oil of gladneſt 
% above his fellows: ** Sacerdos maximus inter kratres 
e ſuos.“ Therice his name Chriſt, and Meffias, feil. unctus. 
For a  facrifice. „he offered himſelf“ Pole's Synopfis, 
Thus was our Lord conſecrated to his, office. — Tuan; 


cru; te voin g. Heb. v. 11. The Apoſtle conſiders 


thoſe who are incapable of underſtanding this ſimilitude be · 
tween the two high prieſts as dull of hearing. For 
++ when, ſays he, ye ought to be teachers, ye have need 
$6 that one teach you, . $2, fic, 


Da | by 


yl. 
* 
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| From this pa 


1 8. H 
by proving the ſvperiar clficaey, of Chyilt's 
prieſthood to the Leyital., And how does 
he prove that ſuperiority ! By inſtituting a 
parallel, between. the two, inferring, the 


x perfection of the one, bęecauſe it required. fre» 1 


quent offerings. and often changed hands z and 
the perfection of the other, becauſe it is un- 


changeable, and by its one offering hath per- 
feed. for ever. them. that are ſanctiſied. 
rallel he forrꝑs his 'angtuficn 3 
% Wherefore, he is able to ſave them to the 
6 uttermoſt that come unto God by him.” 
Naw if:Chriſt, really offered no ſacrifice, the 
Apoſtlets a a to the ground, for it 
gepends whally upon this principle, - that 


«being 2 ert, i i it is gf , negeſſity; that. he 
* have ſomeuib to gffer.“ Hob. viii. 


| Therefore, if he tali offered nd feribce: 


then he is 1 NO prieſt: and if he were no prieſt, 


aud offered | no facrifiee,... then is the Sam- 


pariſan futile, and no inference whatever bal 


be drawy from it. 80 it will be impoſſible 
in this manner te gome at the *oncluſion, 2 


1 e 2 5 he is able to ſave: for upon 
| . | id 
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Fer 
part the argument, he coul be no prlets 
or mediator (for in the lay they are conver» 
tible terms) 5 fuxce: mediation, upon'+ thoſe 
principles,” depends upon having ſomewhat to 
offer. Rut wow! Apoſtle, reaſoning always 
with exit preciſion, draws no conclufion that 
is nat; fully ad? in the premiſſes; and, 
in the caſe before us, his argument being ad 
haminem, he cancludes from Jewiſh præmiſſet 
to 4 COhriſtian doctrine 3 proving the reality 
of Chriſt's. ꝑrieſtly character from its analogy 
to che Levitical ; and an the ground of its 


reality ſhewing its pre+eminence : the very 


conchafion! zecefſary- to the deſigu of his ar- 
gument ; the! confirmation: of the Hebrew | 


ennverts in the faith of Chriſt, as . able to 
„% unto God by him.” Now, as there can 


be no parallel where there is no likeneſs, nor 


Lek likeneſs but hetween. things that. have A 


Ide, aud the reality ** the R in each 


ny ntjal N 185 AG 4 A. al 
wt — 9 15 T” abt act > 


Heb. z. of #6272 
& 80 bg el is ordained 29 offer gift 2 gen 
. 2 of n eas man baus Nr 


11 20 


1 
f 


. 
the argument ſtands but on one foot, and 


ſtanding fingly, the rules of reaſoning do not 
admit of any concluſion at all from it. 

This application of the law by the Apoſtle 
points out the true uſe of it us; namely, 
as an evidence and a comment. It's obli- 
gation as a POSITIVE Law was cancelled by 
being * nailed to the croſs; therefore St. Paul 
further pronounces it +'DEAD. I Zechary 
predicts its diſſolution, and || Jeremy the ſub- 


Küituting of another in its ſtead-. Though 


while in force it never had an obligatory 
power, as a poſitive law, but within the pale 
of the Jewiſh church 91 what things the 
* law faith; it ſaith to them that are under 
« the law.” It formed no part of the diſ· 
penfation to the rel * of a its uſe 


1189 D. 104109 as © vel TE ; 4 ; 1 Was 
109 1 311 þ it} ph 0 1 15 * 1 . A> LE 15 125 4 1 9 g 
„ Cddofr- i i. 14. 


1 1 Nm. vi. 1; There aer the nom, wands, . 5 
1 5 N. 7. 10. Sy ECTS 
4 lo i. 31. . | $ ö 
3 2 i 9. 31 4; 2 l 21 44 Et. 7 ; 
2 The Abrahamic covenant included Soca 1 
ind: „ in thy ſeed ſhall all the nations of the earth 


_ © be bleſſed : :” it included the promiſe of a reſurrection, as 
our Saviour ſhews by arguing: from it, Matt. xxii. 31. 
Under'that'covenant; Which the law neither did, nor could, 
annihilate, Galat, ii. 17. the Jews might entertain the 
4 of future life, which cer was not the 3 | 
7 


£4 1 9 
Was al :- and, as Grotius obſerves, it 
came in 4 de tranfoerſo.” Both its principle 
and ſanction were eſſentially different from 
the principle and ſanction of the goſpel, and 
they cannot poſſibly ſubſiſt together. This 
is a ſufficient anſwer to the pleas which, at 
different times ſince the Reformation, have 
been urged in favour of the perpetuity of its 
| obligation: for, even if proved, it would be 
totally inapplicable to the  Gentile-chriſtian 
world, we are not under TO: der "ne 
vor gnce?. ; 
Ihe view above Siren 2 phe ls Hs s ar- 
gument proves the infinite importance of 


maintaining, with the moſt 'watchful care, 


that great principle of the goſpel, the + 85A 
CRIFICE. and MEDIATION of Chriſt,” as- the 
ER ᷣͤ . 


of the Moſaic law ; for that being a law of fate, 45 wel as 
of religion, required a temporal fanction; while it did not 
impede any operation of the Promiſe. There is no need 
therefore of forcing texts to prove that the early Jews had 
no hope of future pam] becauſe the law wer not sive it. 5 
Alem m. 14 n 
+ It is the. blood that ibook the ee Des 
XVit. 47 14%; The effect of atonement was reconciliation.“ 
Lev. xvii. 18. The prieſt, by whoſe miniſtry this was 
6 done, was conſidered as a mediatoror intercefſor.” Deut. 
xViii. 5. Lev. x. 17. Job, xlii. 8. As a Mediator he ſuſ- 
, 86 * tains a twofold relation ** office,” Heb, ii, 15. That 
. he 
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E * 
sündatkisk bf parden, the of chi 
ä with God, the onLy 
mean of obtainitig the ſaiictiflcation of the : 
Spirit and eternal life, For, * as in the eye 
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of the law; ſo in the goſpel; facrificè is pre- 
Mouſly requiſſte to ſanctifieation; i. e. dedi - 
Eitlon t6 God and partieipitioti of his hol: 
Hels; but with this diffete#66, that What was 
external and poſitive ift the fortner is internal 
and moral itt che latter. For though out 
juſtisestiog or adquita! de effected by the” fü. 
crifice of Chriſt, yet that is only à part of 
* the graes of Gol which briiipeth ſul vation. 
But through Hint «© we + Have a66eſs by ons 
t ſpirit unto the Father,” ahd << rective 'the 
« xdoptien-of ſatis.” We ing orien 7 
«the ſplit of our mn, are dt ſtrengthi- 
4 ened || with all might in the inner man 


& « by, the peer of the Holy e and ; 


80 „ 8 bigb- pried. Dei vice pol 
homineat fungens. * And faithful,” qui muncre ſao) bend 


- fungitur; ſcil, vice populi apud Deum. The joint effect 


« of both which offices is the pacing wid of ſin. Bev. 

Se: See Grot. ad Heb. th. A N * 

ö . xii. 4. Mat. xxviii. * Con. vi, r. | Num: 
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| 1 Is By : 
having * the moral. diſorder of our nature 
rectified, we are „ built up into an holy 


e temple in the Lord for + an habitation of 


« God through the Spirit.“ | 

Yet, plain as all this is, the many miſtakes 
upon theſe ſubjects, of which ſurely the va- 
rious ſets and diſputes among Chriſtians are 
too palpable proofs, demand all our care and 


vigilance to place them in their true light. 
The moſt important doctrines of ſeripture 
have been the moſt embarraſſed: yet its own 


diſtinctions and interpretations of itſelf will 
ſhew them perfectly clear. To inſtance in 
the much agitated ſubje& of juſtification or 


righteouſneſs t imputed, granted or reckoned TR 


to us, by faith, or acceptance of redemption by 
| Chriſt, without works. © It || was the love 

of God that ſent his ſon to be the Saviour of 
« the world; not & that we loved God, but 
« that he firſt loved us; and ** not for any 


- ®2 Cor. v. 17. 4 i * 3497 
+ Epheſ. ii. 22. | ; 
t Rom. iti. 4. 2oyiGeTan : : Siwilitudo ſacapta a e 
dentium rationibus.. Grot. ad Rom. iv. 8. The lame _ 
is in Numb. xviii. 27. 30. Hon Vl. 18. *Þ 
, John, iii. 16. 
1 John, iv. 10. 
| 1 Titus, wi. 5. 


75 
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6h! works of. righteouſneſs that we have done, 


l Wo but 0 of "his. ; mercy he ſaved us.” So far then 
| neither our Faith nor our Works: come at all into 


the account. Thie firſt mover in the world of 
Srace, as in that, of nature, is God alone. And 
what ; is the determinate effect, the ſpecific 
"benefit reſulring from this divine cauſe | ? It is 
twofold, according to the accurate diſtinction 

'of St. Paul j juſtification, or a diſcharge from 
the condegnnation « of the law; for the term, 


being forenſic, is of chis import (as * Kim- 


chi, , Jerow, and many later writers have 
obſeryed), and future +. ſalvation. "8 Ged 
= endeth., his love towards us; „(here 
is the efficient cauſe) « in that, while we 
1 were yet finners, Chriſt died for us.“ 
f ee more then being now juſtified by his 
* blood,” _ (which. 1s the, preſent grant of 


Pardon) 40 We 7 ſhall be Ge from e 


„ 9 0 
BE” Mere if col? kin voc. d CN ONTO T: Mea 

+ The writers of the New Teſtament ule the word we 
render * juſtify,” in the ſeveral ſenſes in which its cotre- 
ſpondent Hebrew word, Zedek, is applied in the Old; ſcil. 
to purify from ſin, & c. to remĩit the puniſhment due to 
the offender; to acquit the innocent; to treat one as 4 
righteous perſon by: beſtowing praiſe, honour, reward, &c. 
This remark is extracted from Grotius in the Pens to 
bis Annotations on the Romans, < 5 | 


| 4 Rom. v. 8. 
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[ 3s P 
al through bim ;” which 1s "he future fal- 
vation. „ For whom he juſtified, them he 
4 alfo glorified % The ſame diſtinction is 
carried on in theſe words: for if when 
« we were enemies we were reconciled to 
God by the death of his fon, much more 
rc being reconciled we ſhall be faved by his 
„e life,” The whole, we perceive, is a fofit tive 

benefit, contradiftinguiſhed from any inherent 
Vr moral efficacy, either in our faith or in our | 
works; originating ſolely from the goodneſs 
of the Donor. But is it therefore abſolute, 
- unconditional, | indiſcriminate. in its appli- 
cation? No: 1 . repent ye and believe the 
* goſpel;—. repent and be baptized for the 
e remiſſion of fins” are the terms propaſed. 
with the go goſpel. _ But the application of 
theſe benefits being made on our part, by. 
faith, that act of the mind by which we ac- 
cept them, that principle and ground of every 
religious act and duty, the true and genuine 
root of all virtue, we are hence ſaid to be 
«juſtified by faith;” which is evidetitly a 
ee of the act for the . A. dnce 


* 
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Faith muſt have an object before it can be 
Faith; as works muſt have a principle upon 
which they are wrought : for ſtrictly ſpeak- 
ng our faith cannot be the formal or merito- 


rious cauſe of our juſtification ; as that, would 


be to convert an act of the mind into the, 
object of that act, which is impoſſible. But God 
offers juſtification; ; and that of mere grace, 
man accepts it; and that is of faith: ſo that 
grace and acceptance, Juſtification and faith, 

are the relative terms o on 9 ſide that e 


| each other. 


But juſtification, or „ is not the 
whole defign or end or benefit of the goſp pel. 

It is conducive to another. We. were re- 
% conciled to God by 1 the. death of his Son ; 3 
4 much more being reconciled we. ſhall. be 


440 en "BY his | life,” _ | Here again another 


Yo | 
1 As ſs to juſtify 5 ke 151721 is to achuit or abſolve 


in "judgement, Pf. lxxxiii, 3. o © to. make wicked! is, to, 


- condemn, Deut. xxv. 1. Pſ.- 3xxvii. 3. Ainſworth.- — 
Thus by one man's difobedience ( the many” were made 
ſinners, i. e. ſubject to the condemnation, of death. Rom. 


v. 19. even thoſe who had not ſinned after the ſunilitude 
Jof Adam's tranſgreſſion ;“ ſo, by the obedience of one 


the many ſhall be made righteous ; ; ſcil. diſcharged f fron. 
| is 


the condenination of death. <- ibid, — Not that this 
whole of Goſpel © righteouſneſs,” but the whole that 
anſwers to the other part of the — 


: — — "4 © -<& | pro. 


— Tas | 
procedure takes place ſimilar to the former. 
Is the grant of this life unconditional? No: 
if ye * live after the fleſh ye ſhall die; but 

if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds 
of the fleſh, ye ſhall live. Faith then ſtretches | 
forward to another object; and through the 
mediation of the Son attains to the ſanctifi- 
cation of the Spirit; „and the law of the 
« ſpirit of life makes us free from the + law 
&« of fin and death. 5 The Spirit worketh 
in us: both to J will and to do of. his good 
* pleaſure; that we may bring forth 
sour fruit unto holineſs, and the end ever 

« laſting life.” So then the energy of the 
walker is aſonded to the end that Life and 


* Rom. vii. 1 3. Whit ſpirit that i is 1 2 in the 
next verſe; ſeil. for as many as are led by the Spirit 4 
God: not the ſpirit or | principle of man, but of. 
God; otherwiſe 85 spirit of of r be the u as 
the ſpirit or moral principle of man; and the argument 

would then abſurdly run Ray 1 „ for as many as are led by 
the ſpirit of man are the ſons of God.” There i is then 

another prineiple, or power, that influences good men, be - 
fides the moral principle of their own minds. And thoſe, 
who explain away the ont of God but of the Chfiſkan 
| w_ may with e ground of aſſutance explain God 
out of the ſyſtem Feb natural world. One trembles at 

Purſuing ſome principles into all their horrid eee 
1 Rom. viii. 2. 11. N . ee ee ee 

1 Phillip: 3 * 17 an dan dh. e 
 ] Rom. vi. 22. 
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| Godlineſs may be effected by his operation, 
and the reſiſting or not yielding to his energy, 
which worketh all in all, will incur the loſs 
of its effect, ſpiritual © life and goodneſs,” 

in the ſame manner as the rejection of prof - 
fered pardon and mercy, i. e. unbelief, in- 
eurs the loſs of juſtification + the Worten 
and the work being the relative terms that 
require and imply each other, as we have 


. ſeen in the analogous inſtance of juſtification 


therefore (Anale) in the forenſic and re- 
firained ſenſe already mentioned, does not in 
clude:+ the whole extent of . the grace of | 
66 God which bringeth fal vation. But wh Kir 
ela is uſed in this wider ſenſe, as 4 importing 
the whole of goſpel. righteouſneſs and fal- 


vation, which it alſo does, and the not at- 


' tending to this diſtinction hath embarraſſed | 
the ſubject, then it muſt be underſtocd to 
include <* the ſanctification of the ſpirit unto 
F the obedience of the faith,” For others 


* Rom; v. — Rom. in $9 7. * 10. t John, 1. 9 
1 Titus, ii. 11. 1 Fet. i. 5. 9. 

2 Lure, i. 73. 75. EI E 1 5. 1 John. il. 29. 5 
2 v. 20. 2 Cor. vi. 7. 14. 2 Tim. u. 28. 2 Tim, 
Wy © ' f Pr 
$ nog 4.5 Rom, xvi. 26, 
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will 1 
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hb a pardon might be ſuppoſed to be granted, 
like a plenary indulgence of the Romaniſts, 
without any e for 1 nen in 
future. 

And, moreover, chi 1 a * 
annibilate the very office of the Sanctifier, 
and the end of our calling in Chriſt Jeſus: 
e that he might purify unto himſelf a pe- 
40 culiar . zealous of good works; and 
40 preſent us + unto God a glorious. church 
% not having ſpot. or wrinkle, or any ſuch 

thing. Accordingly the N ſcheme 
at the firſt outſet demands our faith: at the 
conſummation of all things requires the fruits 
of; It, 4 Then every tree that beareth not 


« good fruit will be bean down and caſt into ly. 


« the 1 

So then the "al of the free-gift of Cod 
18 maintained upon the ſame ground that 
ſupports our faith, and. gives encreaſe to our 
virtue. While there is no admiſſion of the 
3 preſumptuous claim af merit, humble peni- 
tence is exalted; and that ardency of love is 
kindled by gratuitous kindneſs which * 


108 u, n. 14. 
+ Epheſ. Vs 27. 


L 
as Ech could have no power to excite,” Thr 
reward is bot reckoned of 5 but of 
debt. 03 od i 1 I n 2 
Neither indeed upon the foot of reaſon and 
natures much leſs of ſcripture, can our Works 
be the form ial or meritorious cauſe of pardon 


743 


x eternal life. For a good work of to- 
Morrow can no more annihilate the ill of 
yeſterday, than the ill of yeſterday can alter 
the good of to-morrow. They are inde- 
perident actions, as much as the actions of 
two different agents. They prove. indeed the | 
mixed character of the agent; but are of no 
more force to prove that the ill will be par- 
” doned for the ſake of the good, than that 
the good will be puniſhed for the ſake of the 
ill: for it is to be obſerved, chat the hypo- 
theſis of works excludes att appeal to the 
mercy of the Deity; and muſt reſt wholly 
upon a Jappoſea,” natural, and neceſſary, con- 
nexion between a preſent action and a future 7 
unknown conſequence. If, therefore, the 
evil of puniſhment is avoided, and the good 
of eternal life obtained, it muſt be upon ſome 
other 1 than the mixed eee of | 


By 


Rom. iv. 4. 5 „ 
23 1 


L 41 ] 
the agent. So, that if we will enjoy theſe | 
bleflings, we muſt come round at laſt to the 
goſpel terms: « eternal * life is THE GIFT 
% ox Gor,” and 6 that + LIFE is in his Son.” 
Nay, as a gift and favour it muff be received 
upon a ſuppoſition of the moſt perfect inno- 
cence and virtue. Elſe innocence and virtue 
muſt be conſidered as ſelf. exiſtent, indepen 
dent, and ſelf-ſufficient to its own happineſs; 
which would be to deify human virtue, and 
mn qiſinthrone the King of Heaven.“ The 
pam iple that leads to a concluſion {6 ſh6ck- 

, deſerves | to be reprobated with the moſt 
« reme abhorrence' = indighant oe 
Henfion, ' 1 Os 
And this is Soctaianifin ; which denies to 
the ſacrifce and death of "Chriſt 7 any | fetro- | 
ſpect to ſing “ paſt f, any immediate or po- 
«© ſitive efficacy! in the work of redemption ; : 
« alledging, that its influence | is in the moral 
2 <"wa 'of example; that our juſtification re- 
its from holinefs of life, as its formal 
8 « and efficient cauſe ; as wk Wn * Nai 


| * Rom. vi. 23. a 5 RE | 
+ 1 John, v. 11. | os, 


t Fatente Socino, lib, ii, Grot. de sauge. cap, I, 
$ etal VIII. et X. 
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66 on the hope of reward ; and that hope 
66 ſprings from the. reſurrection of Chriſt, 


« with which his death has only an inci- 


« dental connexion ; being but the paſſport 
to another life.“ It is a ſmall matter with 
the followers of this ſcheme to contradict the 


Spirit of God; but this impious legerdemain 


would overturn the very foundation and firſt 
principles of Chriſtianity itſelf, as a matter 
of MERE Gn ac: for it repreſents falvation 
as our own proper work wrought by our 


« own arm.“ Thus * ſecking to eſtabliſh 


„their own righteouſneſs, they have not ſub- 
« mitted to the righteouſneſs of G Li For 
_« if it is by grace, then it is no more of 
works; but if it is of works, then grace is 


« no more.” But · they 4 make themſelves 


«6 debtors to do the whole law; in which if 
6 they fail they g have no ſacrifice for fins; 
but a fearful looking- for of judgement to 


3 come 3” if indeed they. believe one: but 


775 |] as in Adam all die even ſo in Chriſt ſhall 
* * Rein. 23 . eee lee ee 
+ Rom. xi. 6: | | 
1 Gal. v. 3, „„ 7% oo ee 


$ Heb. X. 26. 3 9 N | ire 1 * 
o 1 


ai 


“ all be made alive; whom * God hath 
«ſet forth to be a propitiation for fins thro 


faith in his blood, to declare his righteouſ- 
« neſs for the remiſſion of fins paſt through 
the forbearance of God ;” ſo that the death 


and facrifice of Chriſt hath a poſitive effect 
commenſurate. to the effects of Adam's fall; 


and hath therefore, or NRCESSIT V, a retro- 


ſpect to fins paſt wy Otherwiſe the parallel 
would 


— 


1 55 Rom. iii 26. | 
I The title of Redeemer or Deliverer, Heb. Goel, "Blu: 
_ lix. 20. attributed to our Lord, comprehends much more 


Ws can be reſolved into any moral effect.. The word 
« is of large uſe for redeeming things ſold or mortgaged, 


<« Levit. xxv. for redemption from danger, Pf. Ixix. 19. 
« from violence, Pf. Ixxij. 14. from deſtruction, Pf, ciii. 4. 
1 from the enemy, Pf. evi. 10.“ (fo in the Lord's prayet, 


-66 from the evil -· one, evcai, deliver us) from death, Hoſ. 
« xiii, 14. from all evil, Gen. xlviii. 16.” [where the 70 


have 5 gvoyarroc, fic Meſſias vindex, ſays Grotius, Efai. lix. 


19.] © And in ſpecial, one that challengeth or redeemeth 


+ any perſon. or thing, before alienated, by right of kin- 


6c dred is called by this name, 1 K. xvi, 11. Ruth, iii. 9. 12, 


„ 13, Therefore is this title given to God and to Chriſt 
1 who is our Redeemer, Rom. xi, 26. and allied unto us as 
concerning the fleſl,, Eſai. xliii. 14. and xliv. 6. xlvii. 4. 


& 1 Theſl. i. 10. Heb. ii. 14, 15.” Ainſworth. Compare 


evchen in Scapula. This deliverance therefore is of a 
poſitive nature, in which, in the firſt inſtance, our moral 
agency has no more to do than the dead body of Lazarus 


in its reſtoration to life. The idiom of the Hebrew, by in- | 


ſerting the letter q, after the ' firſt radical, expreſſes the 


office nk this Redeemer we not completely finiſhed yet; 


F 2 | | themes 


* ; i 


| 1 8 
| would: not hold true; and thoſe only would 
« be. made alive,” to whom. the: e example of 
Chriſt ſhould have been propoſed, and who 
ſhould have embraced the goſpel: nay, thoſe 
only coul be raiſed. from the dead who had 
lived in holineſs of life: thewefore there could 
he no reſurrection of the wicked; no admi- 
niſtration of juſtice in the world to come. A 
vety convenient goſpel for thoſe who may 
ve in unbelief and in 

The ſum of the whole is briedly:; he „ 
Chriſt 3 is the object, obedience the end, and 
eternal life the grac. ous and bountiful reward. 
of Faith. The Mzxcy of the Father is the 
BFFICIENT | CAUSE'; the MEDIATION: and 
ATOXEMENT of the Son is the, FORMAL 
CAVSE ; and a NEW MORAL BEING * in the | 
preſent le; MORAL and NATURAL in the 


METER St, paul in Goel, or Gual, T7 hs "x 
participle puojuerece It is remarkable that the Hebrew verb 
anſwering to“ redeem,” ſignifies to flain 1th Bled. 80 
Meſfias was indeed to . ſprinkle many nations,” Ifai. Iii. 15. 
as their Redeemer, with his own blood, — Bur when 0 the 
& day of vengeance is in his heart, and the year of his 
10 redeemed is come, he is red in his apparel, he will tread 
0 his enemies in his anger their blood ſhall be ſprinkled | 
„ upon his garments, and be unn Hain all his. raiment.” 
Tia. Ixiii, 1—4. _ : 

N " vill. 05 11. 1 


— * 
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future, through the ENERGY of the San#ifier, 

is the FINAL CAUSE, of the whole ſcheme 

and plan, and method of REDEN TION ; 

that * we might be to the praiſe of the 

glory of his grace who hath made us ac- 

e cepted in the beloy: TOs 

There is the higheſt 3 at alt times to 

inſiſt upon the peculiar doctrines and argu- 
ments of the goſpel; for they alone contain 


the words of eternal life. But there is the 


greater need of enforcing them at the preſent 
day, becauſe by many profeſſed believers they 
are entirely rejected, in effect, by being ex- 
plained away into figures of ſpeech. Nor is 
this the worſt. The principles of Hobbiſm, 
ſome of which, verging towards Spinoziſm, | 
may be traced, through Sadduceiſm, up to 
the antient atheiſtic Hylozoiſts, have been 
revived, though + long ſince confuted; and 
their tendency, eventually fatal to virtue, is 
no leſs adverſe to the pure principles of the 
| . TONE e as far from t uni. 


* . IG. | A, 9 8 
4 Bentley's Boylean lecture. led, » | Matter and 
« Motion cannot think.” 


f For a ſample of its uniform conſiſtency, take the bol. "GER 


| rag 5 the thin texture of the Pagan mythology in- 
NED 85 terwoven 


* 
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| formity in its appearance as from & ſi implicity 
in its deſign, goes abroad in ſo many queſ- 
tionable forms, that the vnſuſpecting flock 
may be ſecretly injured, unleſs' the miſchief 
be prevented by a ſalutary antidote ; and the 
touchſtone of the goſpel applied, like Ithuriel's 

ſpear, to diſcover the lurking dzmon. Again; 

the goſpel alone, by its arguments and . 
tions, can correct the ſp ſpirit of frivoliſm and 
rage for pleaſure, that renders ſo many 
thoughtleſs, or fearleſs, or guilty: the goſpel 
one! can 8 an 1 Oy to _ 


6 terwoven with various but not a; din materials; 
| and, << the elegant mythology of Homer-gave a beautiful | 
and almoſt a regular form to the polytheiſm of the 
4% antient world,” —But behold ! * How was it poſſible a 
& Philoſopher ſhould accept as divine truths the idle tales 
4 of the Poets, and the incoherent traditions of antiquity,” 
BG, We ſhould. diſgrace the virtues of the Antonines 
4. by comparing them with the vices of Hercules or Jupiter. 
'« Even the character of Cæſar or Auguſtus were far ſu- 
4 perior to thoſe of the popular deities.” Mr. Gibbon's 
Decline and Fall, vol. T. p. zt, 32. 71. It ſhould ſeem no 
double dealing is diſhoneſt where Chriſtianity may be' 
aſſailed ;.in compariſon of which the ſenſeleſs and angel, 
tales of Paganiſm are EY 

— more wiſe, more learned, more ev'ry thing; — won 
The two laſt chapters of the above work, vol. I. and 
the Life of Julian, in the Contiuation, The reader would 
do himſelf a favour by peruſing the Abbe Bletiere's Life of, 
Julian; a little book of incomparable elegance and CANDQUR. 
* has been e into 1 


EE | eso 
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1 contempt of things ſacred, and its con- 


ſequent profligacy, of principle as well as of 


morals. And this may in a great meaſure be 
accounted for from the too viſible neglect in 
forming the earlier years of both ſexes by the 
rudiments of Chriſtian inſtitution: infomuch 
that young perſons are commonly ſent abroad 
to encounter the temptations of. the world 
-without the internal check of the fear of 
God and of judgement, as principles eſſentially 
neceſſary to reſtrain their paſſions and model 
their conduct. Hence the lower orders of 
mankind are tainted with the vileſt corruption: 


and, among the higher, the accompliſhments | 


of one ſex, as * an exquiſite judge of manners 


and the world obſerved long ago, become a 


ſnare and a ruin; ; while, 1 in the other, a taſte 
for letters, in which unfortunately works of 
Imagination t take the lead, if it is not balanced 
by religious principle, and confidered i in abſo- 
Jute ſubſerviency to a moral character, which 
is "the . eſſential kara of 7 TO inſti- 


eee 9 
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Matura virgo — See. Ke. 
| | tn Horat,—Carw, III. 62 


See the whole ode. | 
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1 Galerius, he at, one time tells us N l him; 


tion „ ſuch a tal ot: kn them ſtill 


open to whatever may aſſail them; and, but 


400 ſucceſsfully, allures them to the ſnare 


ſpitrit of proſelytiſm, ſpread for the paſſions 
through the treacherous aid of the imagi- 


natiam; of 1 the" nk is PLE 
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2 11 hn” to. 1 A 2 * wing 1 00 Mr 


WEL: May on Education); of Milton Teiche to Mr: 


Hartlib) ; and of the: laflical_ Mr. Spence, in his preface 


(Ithink, for I. am obliged \ in this and. other inſtances, o 
quote ant memory) to Polymetis. — But upon further ; 
recollection I will not uſe the authority of even fuch names. 
I ſpeak under a higher commiſſion : 4 b miniſter of the 

GosreL > - 


Is Urs we eunque rapit . defetor. 1 e ATI 


+, What can be the Joint, reſult of mat denen and the 


; Jove of pleafure bat *Epicuriſm ? Does not the learned hiſ- 
*torian of the ;Pecline and /Fall/avery where employ his 


Cloquence. in the recommendation of: Pleaſure ; and his 
ifubrlety in endeavouring to throw . upon che 


le, peagesble, temperate gen 1 


lee elf to the enjoyment of pleaſure ; ” he ſoon after informs 


Ih: Galerius died in conſequenee of intempergnce;” 
a 


s it upon the maxiws of the learned hiſtorian that 


Polybius formed Scipio ? Or that Prutus, formed Nour 2 
Or that Alfred became immortal? 


Hase Yared 15 ov oer. 69 1 "Rog „ 
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| |S 34. W 
But we 1405 AN it was . fiid—Simon 
- Peter, loveſt thou Y me? Feed my lambs. 


Have we given his proof t then of love to our R 
bleffed Maſter ? Are we ſolicitous to check 


the growth of evils we. lament? While we 
cenſure freely, as our duty requires, the vices 
of our own times, are we careful, in forming 
the riſing generation to better principles, or 

a worthier conduct? To be neglectful of this 
moſt eaſy, . but moſt important work, will 


find, as it deſerves, no excuſe from God, 1% 
man. (ry 


he widths of che ps. PS ns 'of 
Chtiſtianity will appear moſt deeply intereſt- 


ing in another view ; in reference 1 mean to | 
its n bt a BEING 1 us; 3 and, with 1 


14. 1 * ik od 


eee 0 bahn, another pricipe wa taught G. 


Deos timor fecit. — TL 
1 it for this latter reaſon the learned Hiſtorian Neben 
the former prineiple ? Plnarch ſays, it would have been a 
liverting thin * to ſee Epicurus, who denied. divine honours 


to che gods, füufüng up the fücenſe offered to hi mſelf by 
his devotee Cake me ach no mdder n inſtances of this 


„ = , e 


oa th ray more * „ who, Auguſtus 15 


ſnall ſnatch the beams from Apollo, and place t m on his | 


ssd See an Appentix, tos _ be hte 
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For the kingdoms of the earth, we as ChriC- 
tians believe, are in his hand who conducts, 
or over- rules, them all in ſubordination to 
* that kingdom Which the God of heaven hath 
ſet up: according to which ſcheme this King 
or Kinos transfers the rule from one nation 
to another people. Our aweful regard there - 
fore ſhould be excited by that corrective of the 
ſpirit of prophecy, which, according to the 
interpreters, coincides with the zra of the 
reformed churches: . + becauſe thou art 
& luke warm 1 will ſpue thee out of my 
« mouth: be zealous therefore and repent.” 

or Kingdoms, as individuals, have their day 
of grace determined. Of the immenſe tracts 
over which the Soſpel extended its influence 
during the three firſt centuries, Evrope alone, 
nor even the whole of that, is now Chriſtian. 
Their candleſtick hath been removed, agree - 

ably to the prophetic warning. Their national 
| diſtinQions:and civil rights ſurvived not the 
departure of the faith. An important leſſon 
to us, among whom religious light and civil 
: freedom baue been fo long rn 5 Ler 


* 
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1 Revel--iii.16, Rs andDr.Bagur' cimih Seren 
on | Prophecy. 
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us urge Mankind. to ſhew their regard to both | 
by a zealous ſupport of the pure religion of 
the goſpel : for, if that takes its flight, its 
concomitant bleſſing will go along with it. 
Let us adhere “ ſtedfaſtly for the ſame reaſons 
to the principles of the "Reformation : which, 
if regarded as they ought to be by the re- 
formed churches, would produce the happieſt 
civil effects, by uniting all proteſtant powers 
in the moſt inviolable amity with each other: 
and, by attaching g them ſeverally with greater 
firmneſs to. their religious liberty, would the 
more effectually ſecure their civil : for theſe 
mutually ſupport each other ; and can derive 
a permanent exiſtence only from | VIRTUE, - 
public and private; of which the very life and 
foul is pure religion. In our own country, 
eſpecially, the conſiderations here ſtated would 
ſtrengthen both parts of our eſtabliſhment : 
ſince the alliance between the two cannot be 
broken without eminent hazard to bath. . 
Here is then a wide expanſe to engage the 
moſt attentive and affiduous thought ; ample 
5 matter to excite the moſt affectionate care; 


* 
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te 3 


in the ſtudy and application; of thoſe oracles 
of God committed to out ſtewardſhip, as well 
for our own private edification, as for the in- 


ſtruction, reformation, andi ſalvation of man- 
kid. For in fo doing thou ſbalt ſave thy 


4 ſelf, and them that hear ; thee.” The 


matter and its uſe we perceive, are of .ſuffi- 


eient extent and j importance to require, as the 


Apoſtle enjoins, that we « give ourſelves 


« wholly unto them: * to which alſo, 3 in our 
ordination YOWS,, we have ſolemnly dedicated 
ourſelves, our talents * „ our labours; in ex- 


clufion of every thing elſe that i is not imme- 


diately connected with the great end of our 
calling, to be the INSTRUMENTS, or Gon in 


the SALVATION of a WORLD. No foreign 


* When one conſiders the vaſt; abilities of 2 Bentley, 
employed in mending a Phædrus, there appears ſomething 
more abſurd than in „ Heicules at a diſtaff.“ When we 
find him throwing away his Greek Teſtament from the 
fear of half-believing Middleton, and defending | Phalaris 
again a hoſt of wits, while his back is turned upbn that 
ſanctuary he was formed to adorn, and ſupport, ſo. many 
mixed 'emotions of concern, anger, nine as ue, 
riſe, that the fecundity of the Greek: language and the 


| compoſit te expreſſion of Longinus himſelf is wantin vg to re- 


preſent them... Alas! the day is coming that ſhall try every 
man” 's work; and his work alone will endure the trial which 


is of a piece with that of the great Maſter Workman. 


1 Cor. iii. 15, 
I forbear obvious een upon ſome il! te off fignificant | 


mo. ern Batrachomyomachiai. | 


Con- 


TID. 


conſiderations how uſeful ſoever, no life how- 
ever blameleſs, will abfolve us from that ONE 
bur x which is our great concern, * THE 
„ PREACHING: or THE GosPEL of Chriſt,” 
The indolent enjoyment of preferment, or even 


of the affluence of private fortune, to the 

negledt of .** +. doctrine, reproof, inſtruction 
$5,200; righteouſneſs,” is „ deſtroying the work 
« of God for meat; and carries the guilt of 
| a breach of faith and truſt upon the very face 


of it. f Woe to the idle ſhepherds that 
feed themſelves: ſhould not the ſhepherds 
s feed the flocks ?” Alas! * we watch over 
„ human ſouls as they that muſt. give ac» 
« count.” A thought that could make even 


Chryſoſtom tremble ; who had relinquiſhed all | 


the adyantages of wealth and nobility ta de- 


vote entirely his ſublime talents to the goſpel: 


whoſe life was labour, and whoſe labour wWas 
divine. Let our light,, if it cannot caſt » 
ſtrong a glory, at leaſt ſo ſhine, that . our 


S profiting” in the word of God may 
40 ear unto 5 men.“ e N 
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1 Cor. ix. 18. e Fs © os 
+ 2 Tim, iii. 16. — 
} Ezek. xxxiv. 3. 
$ 1 Tim. iv. 15. 


4 „ ä when 


+ i 7 
a the motives and arguments of the 
goſpel ſhall evidently have ſunk deep into our 
 6wn boſoms, and, rifing thence in the majeſty 
of ſupreme dominion, dilate their influence 
over the whole of our exterior conduct; 
% men will fall down and worſhip God, 
i and report that he is in you of a truth.“ 
In the important buſineſs of perſuading 

men, it ſhould ſeem to be apprehended by 
ſome, that a certain accommodation to the 
world, leſs of the rigid tone of virtue or ſe- 
verity of manners, might abate the prejudices 
of the world, and conciliate the gayer part 
of mankind to the truths of religion, when 
| Its features ſhould be a little ſoftened and held 
but under a more winning aſpect. 
But, beſides the ſuſpicion that ſomething 
ſordid and ſelfiſh may be at the bottom; be- 
| fides the danger of being aſſimilated to the 

world in ſuch an experiment, religion makes 
no compromiſe: and, moreover, whatever is 
valued at all, is valued for being what it is. 
If therefore we depart from the ſimplicity of 
our proper character, that reſpect is 8888 


he CIs ac n 
. ieh 


E 
which even the vicious pay to it when pres 
ſeryed in its juſt integrity. Men of the world, 
however liberal they ſeem in inviting or ap- 
proving another conduct, entertain the moſt 
thorough contempt of it in thoſe whos ſitu- 
ation in life is ſtrongly contracted by it. 


But, if an imitation of the MANNERS of | 


the world be reprehenſible, what ſhall be 
thought of an imitation of its vices? Why, 
tis a tremendous thought the very mention 


of it may make the ears to tingle. And let 


| the mention of it, to which the ſubject ne- 


ceſſarily tended, ſuffice for argument. One 
portentous obſervation however, which Grotius 


makes upon the caſe of Eli's ſuns, I beg leave 


to recite in his own words: in talibus au- 
tem criminibus Deus deprecationes non 
% ſemper. audit? n on nt con by 


| ſeveral inſtances. - | 165 wot? 98 
6 * But "ty are. 88 a e mas 


“ not of the world—greater 1 is he that is in i 


« you than he that is in the world,” A con- 
ſolation, indeed, under all thoſe diſcourage- 
ments, which the laborious, the diſintereſted, 


he 


! 
| 
i 


193. 


_ the: zealous, the conſcientious; may freely 
_  - divide: among themſelves. Our divine and 
gracious maſter, however, into vrhoſe ſervice 


tis a glorious diſtinction, that angels covet, to 


be admitted, will fupport us with his preſent 


favour; for * he walketh amidſt the golden 
candleſticks; and holdeth the ſtars in his right 
band, which are the angels of his church 3 
upon whom RR will beſtow a correſpondent 
place of dignity in the neu Heavens, If, + like 


him, we have endured toil and ſufferings in 


« bringing many ſons to glory,” with joy⸗ 


ful confidence, in that day,” we ſhall pre- 


ſent unto him a part of his own ranſomed': 
4 ＋ Behold.! I, and the children which God 
« hath given me.” 


Then r * they that kh TEACHERS malt 


4 ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament ; 
& and they that turn many to righteouſneſs, | 


* as che lars for e ever rate ever.” 
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1 Tes no deviation from the ſubject to offer ſome 
1 brief remarks upon the eloquent hiſtorian, aud 


other modern ſupporters of Infidelity. The prin- 
vciples which muſt be taken as the grund of the 
hiſtotian's defence of the early perſecutions of 
Chriſtianity would juſtify any intolerance; and would 

warrant the entire dtſtruction of unbelievers; under 
a Chriſtian, or any other, eſtabliſhmenr. For 
theſe principles muſt allow to the evil magiſtrate, 


what Hobbes contends for, au ahfelute dominion 


over the religious Faith, and by gneceſfary conſe- 


quence gver the perſons. and eſtates, of the ſub - 


ject. at this 18; no, ſurmiſe, but a, conſequence 
reſulting from the nature of the thing, will ap- 
v peartfrom the advice which Dion Caſſius kehre fo 

bave been given to Auguſtus by his priche minifter 
Mæcenas 0 crbrog re 68 Nr TY Torrie, 11 T8 * 
IHN cc 


« ligious worſhip to the inſtirutes of your country, 
et and:forcibly'compel others to pay divine honours 

according to the ſame rule. Both hate and purifh 
all who obſerve any alien rites.” © The reaton 
Mæcenas aſſigus for _—_ ſeverity is the danger to 
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was mild and tolerating? { See ſome remarkable 


( 4 ] 
the ſtate from the want of uniformity in religion . 
and therefore upon the principles of this policy 
intolerance muff obtain. Nay, according to the 


Roman'law, the puniſhment of diſſentients in matters 


of religion, was left, undefined, to the diſcretion of 


the magiſtrate. ** Si quis novas ex uſu vel ratione 
< incognitas religiones induceret ex quibus animi 


. hominum .moverentur,” ut Paulus J. Ctus in re- 


ceptis ſententiis loquitur.— And the emperor Marcus 
(ſays Grotius ad Luc. xxiti. 15.) has expreſſed 
himſelf in nearly the ſame words. I ſhall not 


attempt to prove chat theſe principles directed the 
early perſecutions of | Chriſtianity, The learned 


hiſtoriav has ſufficiently eſtabliſhed the fad? by his 


| extenuation of it: or if he did not chuſe to admit 


it, the ſeven books which Ulpian the great lawyer 


| (and a pagap) wrote, concerning che puniſhments 
of the Chriſtians, would ſufficiently authenticate 


the ſtory of their ſufferings, and the uniform ad- 


herence of the emperors to the maxims: of Mz- 
cenas. In the time of Juvenal, we find even the 
5 mm wa __ puniſhment had become eee 2 


| fixo e fumant. — 
eee 


fammabis in ill. 


What then becomes of the hiſtorian? 8 . 6 
aſſertion, that the religious ſpirit of — 5 — 


inſtances to the contrary in Plutagchs diſcourſe of 
Socrates s Dæmon: which I cite at large, 1 hay- | 
ing the book at hand.) 


he queſtion whether the Chriſtian religion be 
true is too important to admit of compliment in the 


2 and therefore 1 will be free to alledge, 
that the wrigers on me ay of infidelity ſupport 


their 


+ 
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their argument with ſuch a want of regard to 
moral propriety as thoroughly difgraces them. An 
principles are right (though often diametricall 


4 


oppoſite to thoſe of the beſt Pagan writers, whom 
for an evident reaſon they affect to revege), any 
repreſentations are fair, any premiſſes are true, 


provided they are repugnant ic the doftrine oo 


moral of revealed religion. A late Atheiſt, at the 
cloſe of a large book (Hume's Effays, 4to, 1 757)» 
'concludes © all to be doubts, riddle, . uncertainty.” 
But why, if it be ſo, could he not have told us 
this at the beginning? and ſpared our pains in 
wading through ſo much ſophiſtry to arrive only at 
-uncertainty at laſt? If we admit his conclution, 
upon bis own principles we maſt wich- hold our 
aſſent to his poſitions in defence of adultery and 


vice; againſt the credibility of miracles; againſt 
the perfeQtion of the divine nature: for, applying 
his copcluſion to his premiſſes, we find them 10 it 
doubt, riddle, uncertainiy.— At one time this writer 
attempts to prove that 0 evidence is ſufficient to 
eſtabliſh the credibility of an event contrary to the 
courle of nature: yet he afterwards graciouſly 
informs us (in a note to the Eſſay on Miracles, 4to, 
1757, which, not having the book at hand, I cane 
not cite in his own Wh, chat ſuch an event, pro- 
vided, it ſhould ſeem, it has nothing to do with 
religion, and is well atteſted, may be admitted, and 
philoſophers ſhould endeavour to account for it. 
Another writer-objefts to the credibility of the pre- 
ternatural darkneſs at the time of the paſſion, tho 
e evidenced by eye-witneſſes, becauſe it is not atteſted 
by Pagan cotemporary writers. But, to ſerve ano- 
ther turn, when a Pagan cotemporary writer of 
unexceptionable credit relates the defeat of Julian's 
. | | attempt 
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1 5 allure of the attempt by any means, however 
100 


Genen re Fe Prophecy) then 
| ee. as rejected, becauſe there is no written 
pt cone donn Tum am eye-witneſt. 1 have 
A, Higbt e if, iar moral fairneſs ?. 

24 Hor the, fend . this andi other dotes;: perhaps 

De: the pub earn be i: ſome apology may ſcem 

1580 FING ny e n ſſt appeared, to 
Pe 


755 re pęrſons, of ſufficient importance 

to . 7 7 ers Hm igclination to give 
„ Warmeſt and pert 8 eaten to them: 

deeply copvince DO, jhat the Goſpel involves 
19s e 18He hole. bumap bumap gace, temporal 
1 8 9 it is.mark Bed ith ſuch ſtrong 

mo Min 8 to Weg irgtlels. the. ability, 

; an the * conſtancy zeal of ,itsConfeſers, openly 


| 30 r repeatedly eg 4 üer Order Be 


19,extend, t 9 and 
And may t IE h 


ry tongne, tha) 
* L,pr to the, 


11.4 n uencs- | 
®ra, be. not, diſtant When 
genes gat. Jeſus, C le þ 
1 of, Oey © 5 Fatken! ?? 


0 1541. * op YE wil; 03 5301 6 , 417 26 e 
N 1 . | 


{11,9 51 55 Eil 13 ood 4 5 


* W. E -\ an l | 
d, ob ot ict TA [ERP ee 1th. 
bas. bammbs 20 ere 3 g 

= 7 [s & of * s 43 EG” . 
MY $4 


3 " ol; 
2 . I's lug 


n * non . 4 +02 8 3417 T6 Ti aA |: 118 12 57 


enn oö t 21 11 Git AQ £14 81 q wh 


0 199799 Nrw Od ld arg 4 naw: m2; 29000 


nil | to 18812 cle 91811 1 ente DES 
amo : | a 


— — 


